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To the 30+ communityninded Belltown residents who came out on Saturday April 29 to clean up AVeS N www.belltown.ca
our neighbourhoddl part of the annu&@pring Clean the Capital event ceordinated by the eWS association@belltown.ca
City of Ottawa. The harvest was over 30 bags of waste removed from our streets and parks.
In particular thanks to Sinjin Warrdbixon for coordinating our project with the City of Ottawa, June 2017
Shoppers Drug Mart for providing hot dogs, drinks & condiments for our volunteers, and Alex
Cullen for staffing the BEQ. Special Flood & AGM Notice Edition
((Qttawa

lt6s time fo 2r017 will mark the 150th
Cleaning LeGrand ménage anfliierSary of the

LecToliv Il delaCapitale Annual General Meeting confederation of Canada
i tdos our birt
OftheBe”tOWH SO, weor e cel eb
- i Neighbours Association! Sunday July 2
Friendly reminders! 9 rore in Belltown!

Lflrsday June 15

Vgdm v kjhmf xnt C ity Regatta!
! g J q 7 (fnqn the Ggr&ew IQO%m Br?nrgm:r?ylt%ngeq[ﬁata floats paddleboards,
enqf ds s n rbnno &t ﬂ&n RO'bESﬂ.ékQSrde Centre canoes, air mattresgeso the soccer field west

of the RKLC Centre in Britannia Park, and join

Belltown Neighbours on pOOp! (102 Greenview Ave.) in a leisurelypaddle paradén the shallows of
i Lac Deschenes along the Belltown shoreline
Facebook f Please do not dlSpOSG garden AGENDA (from Britannia pier to Andrew Haydon Park

and back). Rememb@rthis is kneedeep
water! Paddle parade starts at 10 a.m. Sunday.

Interested in chatting with neighbours about F€fuse on the bike path along

_ 1. Report on Activities
how to deal with raccoons? Want to sell a

GrandeurPar® s g s 6r v g & Elestign df Officers:

) P . .
g_ently-used blk_e_ or BBQ" Lookl_ng for yoga o President, Vice President, Secretary, Community Pot -Luck BBQ!
friends? Then join th&elltown Neighbours Green Bin is for! Treasurer, up to 5 Directors Join your neighbours for a community gock
Facebook group! 3 N - . BBQ at the Belltown Dome, from 12 noon to 2
. New Business: - -
This group is open to Belltown residetaist T Please do not cut shrubbery on Report on May Flood Event Bm Og SB“_nday l‘My Zfr(]ra.'n Wg go 'n‘:';]qe the
0 on Facebook, look fd@elltown I Canada 150 Celebration in Belltown omg. bring a lawn chair and something you
gleighbours send a fAfriend rtre]eq lalle(es Path’j IEIS NCC Iandl can shareplease label if nuts are involved!
us where y’ou live in Belltovdh that easy! ‘a_] The Belltown Neighbours Association is composed TBgre will be activities and an intactiveget
volunteers who seek to keep the community informed on [&cknowyougame!
) issues and support improvements to our neighbourhood. )
A Communlty garden for Belltown? We meet 6 times a year. Topics covered include: Ottawa "
River 100 year floodplain, infill development, traffic, ‘4'
Community gardens are growing in Ottawa, and one is being considered for Belltown, in Britannia Park Belltown Dome, neighbourhood safety, Spring Clean The
just east of Dr. FJ McDonald School on Ahearn Ave. For more information about community gardens, Capital, Canada 150 celebrations. 20,7
please go to justfood.ca/community-garden-network To contact us pleasergail atassociation@belltown.ca

or contact Conrad Reynolds at conradreynolds@hotmail.com. Please support your community association! OTTAWA



The Spring of 2017 Flood / days in

U

This spring marked one of the highest water levelsvimlunteers who sandbagged some 8,000 bags, plugged
recent memory of the Ottawa River at Lac Deschengs,an outlet under the bike path near Maplehurst and
which Belltown borders. It is normal, in April and Mairchdale (which, if left untended, could have flooded
when the snow melts, to see the river rise, but this yemny homes in our community), and patrolled the bike
was different. Melting snow and a slow weather systgath/berm over the May 6 & 7 weekend as the waters
which dumped 3®0 millimetres of rain in the Ottawarose, checking for vulnerabilities. The City played its
River watershed, creat e gartdy piguiding fmany toads of sandnand bagsy butfitl o odi n g
in the OttawaGatineau area, and Belltown was not imvas the volunteers who bagged them and transported
mune. While the rising flood waters did not reach thethem to where they were needed (some 8 truck loads to
1-in-100 year flood level (as determined by the Ridedne Maplehurst/Birchdale outlet alone!). Special kudos
goes to Russell Latham and his team for their out-
standing work.

According to the Ottawa River Regulation Planni
Board (which monitors water levels and-@alinates
dam outflows), since 1950 only 3 times had spring wat
levels exceeded 60 metres above sea level at Britann
in 1951, 1960 and 1979. However, for more than a
week, starting Wednesday May 3, water ,levels at Bri
tannia exceeded 60 metres, peaking at 60.45 metres

Sunday May 7 before slowly beginning to fall. The di
ference between that peak and thim-100 year flood

line was only 35 centimetrésalmost a foot . Some 80
homes in Belltown are affected by theintl00 year

floodplain.

By and large the NCC bike path/berm held up well.

Concern that the berm might be too porous and allow

flood water to seep through proved not as bad as origi-

nally feared, as where there were City drains working

(at Kempster and at Croft) water drained away. How-

ever, the pools of water that formed at the foot of Boyce

and by the Belltown Dome were largely the result of

rainwater not dissipating and city drains not operating

well there. Clearly an assessment of the Cityés drain sys-
tem is in order here.

However, the remaining issue is the integrity of the
RVCA map of 1-in-100 year floodplain in Belltown NCC bike path/berm, which, over the years, has suf-

fered from erosion, and installing a more permanent so-

Valley Conserv_at|on_ Al_Jthorlty) at 60.8 metres aboYlﬁion to the outlet under the NCC bike path/berm at
sealevelatBrltannla,|tcameveryclésr1eak|ngat,vIlSlpIehurst & Birchdal e The Cityods pracpd
a ' 42

60.45 metres on Sunday May 7. While most of the lo¢ . .
effects were felt in Constance Bay Cumberland. & teel plate at the river entrance to the outlet during
Y 3P 50d season proved inadequate during t

across the river in Gatineau, we in Belltown narrowR/ ore effective flood control measure is required
escaped the same fate, in part due to the NCC bike pam q "

(a former railway bed), which acted as a berm protethe bottom line, though, is that Belltown escaped
ing our community, and in part due to the efforts of phew! It was close!




